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Introduction
• Gastrointestinal stromal tumor (GIST) is a rare disease, which is frequently treated in 

community oncology centers rather than exclusively within academic sarcoma centers1-3 

• However, due to their competing priorities, community-based health care providers (HCPs) may 
find it challenging to stay up to date on the research and evolving GIST treatment landscape 

• As such, HCPs rely on and trust the perspectives from clinical experts, who have extensive 
experience and background in GIST and rare tumors, to help guide treatment 

• Unmet educational needs exist in areas such as GIST biology, clinical guidelines, emerging 
treatment options, and patient/adverse event management 

• In their ongoing commitment to advancing GIST education, Deciphera supports relevant 
educational opportunities for HCPs to help enhance their knowledge of the GIST disease state

• Here, we describe survey results from these programs that demonstrate the impact of 
expert-led GIST education programs on enhancing HCP knowledge in the broader oncology 
setting
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• For the 36 attendees that 
completed the post-program 
survey, the average duration from 
the program to survey completion 
was 7.4 days 

• Seventeen (47%) participants 
attended an in-person program, 
5 (14%) attended a virtual program, 
and 14 (39%) attended a 
hybrid program 

• Most respondents reported their 
HCP category as nursing, either 
bachelor of science in 
nursing/registered nurse (61%) or 
nurse practitioner/advanced 
practice registered nurse/master of 
science in nursing (28%; Figure 2) 

• Nine expert-led programs that focused on GIST disease state education were held in-person, 
virtually, and in a hybrid setting throughout 2024 

• Following the programs, attendees completed a questionnaire to provide self-ratings of pre- 
and post-program metrics on 4 topics (Figure 1) 

• All responses were recorded on 5-point scales ranging from “poor” to “excellent” or “not 
important” to “critically important” 

Figure 1. Program and survey design overview
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CONCLUSIONS

• The post-program surveys showed that positive self-ratings for all evaluated metrics increased following 
these expert-led GIST disease state education programs

• Results highlight that there is a critical need for educational programs that advance HCP knowledge of GIST 
disease state and treatment paradigms, and further indicate that provider educational opportunities can 
have meaningful impacts  

• As the GIST treatment landscape continues to evolve, the need for relevant and timely HCP educational 
opportunities will remain

• Recognizing the vital role of industry partnerships in supporting these efforts, Deciphera is committed to 
enhancing GIST education in the broader oncology setting
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Figure 2. Distribution of survey 
respondents by degree or certification  

APRN, advanced practice registered nurse; BSN, bachelor of science in nursing; MSN, master 
of science in nursing; NP, nurse practitioner; PharmD, doctor of pharmacy; RN, registered 
nurse. 

• The number of HCPs who rated their background GIST knowledge as “very good” or “excellent” increased from 10 (28%) pre-
program to 26 (72%) post-program (Figure 3) 

• Understanding of drivers of resistance and disease progression in GIST improved, with 8 (22%) respondents providing ratings of 
“very good” or “excellent” pre-program and 22 (61%) post-program (Figure 3) 

Figure 3. Self-ratings of background knowledge of GIST and understanding of drivers of resistance 
and disease progression 

All ratings were provided following the educational program.
GIST, gastrointestinal stromal tumor.

• HCPs with ratings of “very important” or “critically important” for the importance of lifelong TKI therapy increased from 14 (39%) 
pre-program to 30 (83%) post-program (Figure 4) 

• The importance of proactive patient management and setting treatment goals also demonstrated increased positive ratings, with 
15 (42%) respondents providing ratings of “very important” or “critically important” pre-program and 33 (92%) post-program (Figure 4) 

Figure 4. Self-ratings of understanding of the importance of life-long TKI therapy and proactive 
patient management and setting treatment goals for advanced GIST

All ratings were provided following the educational program.
GIST, gastrointestinal stromal tumor; TKI, tyrosine kinase inhibitor

• In published results from an independent GIST continuing medical education program, attendees (including oncologists and 
gastroenterologists) demonstrated improved knowledge and confidence in optimal treatment selection following program 
participation4 

• Similar improvements in disease state knowledge have been observed for continuing medical education programs focused on 
sarcomas, rare diseases, and precision medicine in oncology5-8
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GIST, gastrointestinal stromal tumor; TKI, tyrosine kinase inhibitor. 
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